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I I (Check One) I 

The Treasury Bu i ld ing ,  loca ted  immediately East o f  the  White House a t  the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Pennsylvania Avenue and 15th St ree t ,  N.W., i s  a rectangular  
b u i l d i n g  260 f e e t  wide from East t o  West and 466 f e e t  from North t o  South. 
It was erected i n  f o u r  stages. The East s ide  and c e n t r a l  wing was b u i l t  
between 1836 and 1842 by Robert M i l l s .  D i c ta ted  by a parsimonious Congress 
he was fo rced t o  use on the e x t e r i o r  Aquia Creek sandstone from the 
government quarry ra the r  than the  g r a n i t e  he pre fer red .  M i l l s  sought t o  
cons t ruc t  a large, d i g n i f i e d ,  f i r e p r o o f  b u i l d i n g  worthy o f  i t s  prominent 
l o c a t i o n  and func t ion .  The r e s u l t  was a b r i l l i a n t  d i sp lay  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  
innovat ion  and dramatic design. M i l l s  adopted the  Greek Revival s t y l e  
f o r  h i s  b u i l d i n g  and on the  15th S t ree t  facade constructed a monumental 
l o n i c  colonnade th ree  s t o r i e s  h igh  over a ra ided b.asement and ca r ry ing  a 
f u l l  en tab la tu re  unbroken by a pediment. This  colonnade was shown i n  h i s  
p re l im ina ry  plans as having 40 columns; however, i t  was reduced i n  the  
ac tua l  b u i l d i n g  t o  30. The T-shaped b u i l d i n g  had a simple plan, two 
f l a n k i n g  c o r r i d o r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a double oval  f l i g h t  o f  can t i l eve red  
stone s t a i r s .  A t  r i g h t  angles t o  t h i s  main a x i s  i s  the  c o r r i d o r  o f  the  
c e n t r a l  wing w i t h  access between the  two f l i g h t s  o f  s t a i r s .  On e i t h e r  
s ide  o f  the  c o r r i d o r s  a re  simple rec tangu lar  o f f i c e s ,  each two bays wide. 
The s t r u c t u r a l  hear t  o f  M i l l s '  scheme i s  the  continuous masonry b a r r e l  
v a u l t s  o f  t he  main c o r r i d o r s  f lanked by g r o i n  v a u l t s  i n  each o f f i c e .  The 
whole i n t e r i o r  being vau l ted  and c a r r y i n g  a minimum o f  decorat ion has 
produced s p a t i a l  experience o f  spare, c o n t r o l l e d  beauty. 

0 Excellent a Good Fair Deteriorated Q Ruins a Unexposed 
CONDITION 

The South Wing o f  the  bu i  l d i n g  constructed from 1855 t o  1861 by Ammi B. 
Young and Alexander H. Bowman c a r r i e d  o u t  the  bas ic  M i l l s  scheme f o r  such 
a wing. It was, however, somewhat l a r g e r  than the  M i l l s  proposal and 
there fore  c u t  o f f  the  view from the  White House t o  the  Cap i to l .  Th is  
South Wing has an advanced, pedimented o c t a s t y l e  l o n i c  entrance p o r t i c o  
f lanked by symmetrical wings. These wings have engaged p i l a s t e r s  a l t e r -  
n a t i n g  w i t h  seven window bays on each side. Unfor tunate ly  the  window sash 
has been replaced throughout t he  b u i l d i n g  and i s  n o t  o f  the  same design 
o r  sca le  as the o r i g i n a l .  The s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  South Wing i s  completely 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  the M i l l s  sect ion.  Young adopted a system o f  i r o n  
I beams support ing shal low segmental b r i c k  v a u l t s  c l o s e l y  spaced. Th is  
has produced a much less s c u l p t u r a l  appearance t o  the  i n t e r i o r  spaces than 
the  M i l l s  scheme. Young a l s o  departed from the  f i r s t  sec t i on  o f  t he  
Treasury Bu i l d ing  by cons t ruc t i ng  the  e x t e r i o r  o f  the  South Wing i n  g ran i te . .  

-- 
(Check One) 

a Altered 

The West Wing by Isa iah  Rogers, b u i l t  between 1862 and 1864, and the  North 
Wing by A l f r e d  B. Mu1 l e t t ,  b u i l t  between 1867 and 1869, completed the  
b u i l d i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  harmony w i t h  the  South Wing. The i n t e r i o r s  o f  
these- th ree  s ides o f  the  Treasury r e l y  much more on i n t e r i o r  decorat ion 
than does the  M i l l s  po r t i on .  Boyh Young, Rogers, and M u l l e t t  made 
extensive and imaginat ive use o f  cast  p l a s t e r  and cas t  i r o n  decorat ion.  
I n  the  Banking Room o f  t he  North Wing, M u l l e t t  created the  most e labora te  
room i n  the bu i l d ing .  He used seven v a r i e t i e s  o f  marble f o r  t he  w a l l s  
and bronze r a i l i n g s  f o r  the balcony. The demand f o r  modern serv ices,  
overcrowding, and r i g i d  sa fe ty  standards has produced count less small 
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The Uni ted States Department o f  the  Treasury bu i l d ing ,  e rec ted  i n  
Washington, D.C., between 1836 and 1869, i s  the  work o f  Robert M i l l s ,  
Thomas U. Walter, Ammi B. Young, I sa iah  Rogers, and A l f r e d  B. M u l l e t t .  
Conceived and b u i l t  i n  the Greek Revival s t y l e  which so captured the  
s p i r i t  o f  the  young repub l i c ,  t h i s  bu i ld ing ,  and the o l d  Patent O f f i c e ,  
undertaken a t  the same time, a r e  the  most outstanding examples o f  Greek 
Revival c i v i l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  the country. Not o n l y  were they the  
l a rges t  non -m i l i t a ry  b u i l d i n g s  undertaken by the  Federal Government i n  
t h e i r  own time, bu t  they al 'so in f luenced count less examples o f  c i v i l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u i l t  across the  face o f  expanding America. The Treasury 
B u i l d i n g ' s  g rea t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m e r i t  i s ,  somehow, n o t  e a s i l y  perceived 
by the  passer-by. This  i s  l a r g e l y  because o f  i t s  cramped l o c a t i o n  
immediately adjacent t o  15th St ree t ,  w i t h  no set-back, and a l s o  because 
the l a rge  sca le  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  when viewed from c lose quar te rs  has a  
cur ious  d u l l i n g  e f f e c t  on the  senses. 

I n  the 33 years t h a t  the Treasury Bu i l d ing  was under cons t ruc t i on  next  
door t o  the White House, the  t a l e n t s  o f  f i v e  major American a r c h i t e c t s  
were u t i l i z e d  i n  f ou r  p r i n c i p a l  phases o f  cons t ruc t ion .  

The Treasury Department moved from Ph i lade lph ia  t o  Washington i n  1800 
and was housed i n  the East Execut ive O f f i c e  Bui l d i n g  (on the  s i t e  o f  
the present North wing). This  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  had been constructed i n  
1799 and then caught f i r e  i n  1801, 1814, and 1833. A f t e r  the t h i r d  
c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i t  was no t  reconstructed and so from 1833 t o  1836 The 
Department o f  the  Treasury was housed i n temporary quar te rs .  

Robert M i l l s ,  who had been i n  the Cap i ta l  s ince 1830, was asked i n  1833 
t o  make a repo r t  on the Treasury F i r e .  La ter  i n  1836, h i s  plans f o r  
a  new Treasury Bu i l d ing  were accepted by President  Jackson who a l s o  
appointed him t o  superv ise the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  b u i l d i n g .  Undoubtedly, 
a major reason f o r  the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Robert M i  11s f o r  the Treasury Bui l d i n g  
commission was h i s  demonstrated i n t e r e s t  i n  f i r e p r o o f  cons t ruc t ion .  M i  11s 
has pioneered i n  t h i s  f i e l d  w i t h  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  h i s  F i reproof  
Bu i l d ing  i n  Charleston, South Carol ina,  from 1822 t o  1827. I n  a d d i t i o n  

: M i l l s  had s tud ied  w i t h  both Thomas Je f fe rson  and Benjamin Henry Latrobe. 
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a l t e r a t i o n s  which have p a r t i a l l y  eroded much o f  the 19th-century ambiance. 
However, these a l t e r a t i o n s  do no t  preclude the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a sympathetic 
r e s t o r a t i o n .  
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M i l l s  des ign f o r  the  new Treasury c a l l e d  f o r  an E-shaped b u i l d i n g  opening 
West towards t he  White House, and w i t h  a  long c l a s s i c a l  East facade a long  
15th S t ree t .  The East f r o n t  and the c e n t r a l  w ing were a c t u a l l y  cons t ruc ted  
between 1836 and 1842. The No r th  and South Wings planned by M i l l s  were 
n o t  cons t ruc ted .  The r e s u l t i n g  b u i l d i n g  was T-shaped w i t h  a  cont inuous 
I o n i c  colonnade f a c i n g  15th S t r e e t .  

The unusual s t r u c t u r a l  system adopted f o r  the  b u i l d i n g  and the  monumental 
sca le  o f  i t s  des ign aroused susp i c i on  and f e a r  w i t h i n  the  Congressional 
Committees and some sharp p ro fess iona l  j e a l o u s i e s  among r i v a l  a r c h i t e c t s .  
I n  1838 a  b i l l  was in t roduced i n t o  Congress t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  demo l i t i on  
o f  t h e  h a l f  completed s t r u c t u r e .  The B i l l  was defeated by a  vo te  o f  
n i n e t y - f o u r  t o  n inety-one.  Oddly enough, t h e  a r c h i t e c t  who presented 
t he  case f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  was Thomas U. Wal ter ,  who i n  1851 was appointed 
A r c h i t e c t  t o  t h e  C a p i t o l ,  and whose p lans f o r  ex tend ing  t he  Treasury 
B u i l d i n g  were au tho r i zed  by Congress i n  1855. 

The Wal ter  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  f u t u r e  o f  t he  Treasury Bu i l d i ng ,  however, 
does n o t  seem t o  extend beyond a smal l  s ca le  p l a n  and two e l e v a t i o n s  
s e t t i n g  o u t  the  general  goals  o f  t h e  f i n a l  scheme. 

The ex tens ion  o f  t he  Treasury B u i l d i n g  began i n  J u l y  1855 w i t h  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t he  South Wing. The des ign was t he  work o f  t he  Superv is ing 
A r c h i t e c t  o f  t he  Treasury,  Ammi B. Young, appointed i n  1852, and Alexander 
H. Bowman, Engineer i n  Charge o f  the  Bureau o f  Cons t ruc t ion .  M i . l l s  had 
been f o r ced  by Congress t o  use sandstone, b u t  t he  ex tens ion  was c a r r i e d  
o u t  i n  g r a n i t e .  The columns were mono l i ths  whereas M i l l s '  columns had 
been b u i l t  up i n  drums. Young repor ted  t he  South Wing completed i n  
September 1861. I n  J u l y  1962, Young .was a b r u p t l y  dismissed f rom h i s  
o f f  i c e  by Secretary  Chase and rep laced by I s a i a h  Rogers. Rogers remained 
i n  t h i s '  j o b  u n t i l  1865 and superv ised t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  West Wing 
and t he  p r e l i m i n a r y  p l ann ing  o f  t he  Nor th  Wing. Rogers a l s o  designed a  
proposal  t o  remodel t h e  East F ron t  and t o  rep lace  M i l l s '  o r i g i n a l  work. 
Happ i l y  t h i s  remained a  p roposa l .  

Upon Rogers' r es i gna t i on ,  he was rep laced by A l f r e d  B. M u l l e t t  who had 
been a  former s tuden t  o f  h i s  and a l s o  a  subord ina te  on t h e  Treasury s t a f f .  
M u l l e t t ,  who went on t o  des ign t he  S ta te ,  War, and Navy B u i l d i n g  on t he  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t he  White House f rom the  Treasury,  was respons ib le  f o r  the  
complet ion o f  t he  No r th  Wing o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f rom 1867 and 1869. Th i s  
wing con ta ins  the e l a b o r a t e l y  decorated marble Banking Room which was t he  
s e t t i n g  f o r  Pres iden t  G ran t ' s  f i r s t  inaugura l  b a l l  i n  1869. 

Major changes s i nce  t h a t  t ime have inc luded  t he  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  M i l l s  
facade i n  g r a n i t e  i n  1908, and t he  a d d i t i o n  o f  an a t t i c  s t o r y  i n  1910. 
Over t he  years t he  two enclosed i nne r  cour tyards  have been g r a d u a l l y  
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f i l l e d  i n  on t he  lower l e v e l s  and have now become l i g h t  w e l l s  r a t h e r  than 
gardens. Even w i t h  these changes t o  ga in  more space, today the b u i l d i n g  
houses less  than 10% o f  the Washington s t a f f  o f  the  Department o f  t he  
Treasury.  
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Plan of  the M i l l s  section 1836-1842 as  constructed 
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Sketch Plan by Robert Mills of the Treasury Building including the  
North and South Wings which were never constructed. 
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